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Energy Conservation and Initiatives Officer 

- Roles and Responsibilities -
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Housing Policy 

Team

Corporate climate 

change function 

Energy efficiency 

and fuel poverty 

work programmes

Corporate and 

external strategy, 

policy and service 

development 

Housing strategy, 

policy and service 

development 

Affordable and 

specialist housing 

development 

programme 

Housing initiatives 

including empty 

homes and under-

occupation

- Environmental 

- Housing 

- Health

- Economic  

- SDC efficiencies 
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Legislative and Policy Framework 

- Climate Change Act 2008

- Home Energy and Conservation Act 1995

- Climate Local ‘Kent’ 

- Kent Environment Strategy 

- Kent Adaptation Action Plan 

- Renewable Energy for Kent 
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Related SDC Policy 

Community Plan (Green Environment)

Action3: Reduce energy use and pollution, preserve 
resources and mitigate the impact of climate change

-

Action 3.2: Drive, inspire and support action to reduce 
carbon emissions, conserve natural resources, improve 
thermal efficiency of the housing stock and tackle fuel 
poverty through a Sevenoaks ‘Climate Local’ agreement 
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Climate Local ‘Sevenoaks’ 

Work in progress -

Two key options: 

1) Scaled-down Kent targets to District level; or  

2) Develop a bespoke plan of action

Options report being brought to next committee (Nov 2013)  

A
genda Item

 6

P
age 5



Key project work going forward

- Green Deal (national low-carbon retrofit programme) 

- ECO (£80-million secured as part of Kent consortium for 
county retrofit projects) 

- Promotional and advisory work (key influencing role) 

- Stepping up activity in business sector (SMEs) 

- Building capacity across SDC, partners and the wider   
community  

- Signing off Climate Local ‘Sevenoaks’
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Local Planning and Environment 

Advisory Committee

Conservation Areas and 

Permitted Development

Tuesday 24 September 2013

Alan Dyer, Acting Development Control Manager
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Changes to Permitted Development

Changes introduced on 30 May included:

• Allowing single storey rear extensions of up to 8m for 

detached dwellings and 6m for other dwellings without 

needing planning permission (previous limits were 4m 

and 3m), subject to a prior notification procedure.  This 

provision applies for a temporary period of three years 

up to 30 May 2016.

The change does not apply to AONBs, SSSIs or

conservation areas. 60% of the District is AONB and 

therefore not subject to the change (see map).  

Any new conservation area outside an AONB would be 

excluded from the change to residential permitted 

development from the time of designation.
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Changes to Permitted Development

Since the introduction of the new procedure we 

have received 17 valid notifications of which the 

decisions were:

• 11 prior approval not required

• 3 permission required

• 1 withdrawn

• 2 still under consideration

At this rate we would expect just over 50 valid 

notifications in a year which compares with around 

1,000 householder planning applications in a 

typical year.
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Designating Conservation Areas

Before designation:

• Authorities should carry out a survey to determine 

whether the area is of sufficient quality to justify 

designation and to define carefully what is its special 

architectural or historic character. (This requires a 

specialist input)

• Only the architectural or historic interest should be taken 

into account.  “When considering the designation of 

conservation area, local planning authorities should 

ensure that an area justifies such status because of its 

architectural or historic interest and that the concept of 

conservation is not devalued through the designation of 

areas that lack special interest.” (NPPF para 127)
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Designating Conservation Areas (2)

• Authorities are encouraged to carry out public 

consultation on the designation of potential conservation 

areas

• Designation is by a formal resolution of the local 

authority.

• Designation must be advertised and is a formal land 

charge.

• Following designation guidance encourages the 

preparation and regular updating of Conservation Area 

Appraisals and Management Plans (These require a 

specialist input).

There are currently 41 Conservation Areas in the District all 

of which have management plans.
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Current Conservation Workload

There is one (Full time Equivalent) Conservation Officer in 

Planning.  

Responsibilities include:

• Providing conservation advice on development 

proposals (including planning applications with 

conservation implications and works to listed buildings).

• Considering designation of new conservation areas.

• Preparing and reviewing appraisals and management 

plans for existing conservation areas.

• Advising on the production of local lists.
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Current Conservation Workload

• Development proposals take up most of the available 

time and have to be considered.  

• We have to prioritise the review of appraisals and 

management plans to focus on conservation areas 

where the need for review is greatest.

• We have not been able to take forward the Local List 

ourselves and instead are offering advice and review to 

local groups who wish to take a lead in producing local 

lists for their area.

• We are bringing forward a Conservation Area for Weald 

but devoting more time to designating additional areas 

would require diverting time from the above tasks or 

increasing expenditure on conservation for which there is 

no budget.
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